Silent ischemia: a hypothetical mechanism.
Ischemia of visceral organs, especially the heart, is often a painful and potentially life-threatening condition. However, in at least 75% of all cases myocardial ischemia may be "silent" (i.e., without pain or sensation). Yet, the mechanisms responsible for silent ischemia are not well understood. As such, many different theories have been advanced to explain silent ischemia; however, none have been able to adequately explain all of the experimental and clinical findings. This paper proposes a hypothetical mechanism that may help to understand mechanisms of silent ischemia.